
How many photo reporters can you assign 
to make a portrait of your country?

1? 2? 5? 10? 50? What about 22,000? It is possible, we did it.
In summer 2008 Gazeta Wyborcza launched the School of Photography
Masters at Gazeta. 
All the readers became its students and the best photo reporters were
telling them how to take better photos, sharing their tips and tricks.
The best photos sent by readers were to be published in a printed edition
of Gazeta’s feature supplement Duzy Format (Large Format, right). 
The best citizen reporters were awarded with professional Nikon D60 photo
cameras (the main sponsor was Nikon)
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School of Photography Masters at Gazeta. In-paper promotion
Gazeta used many types of in-paper ads to invite readers to start 
learning at our school. Here are some examples.
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Entries could be submitted only via internet site
Readers uploaded photos to Gazeta’s website. We had asked them to take 
and submit photos on eight topics:
1) Love. Readers had to illustrate a poem written by K.J. Galczynski. 
2) Poland in colour. The most colourful places, people and things around us. 
3) Scarecrows. What place in your city would not you show to any tourist? 
4) Disappearing world. House with a grass-made roof, wooden bridge, wild landscape… 
5) Meetings. People you met in your journey. 
6) Moves. Holiday sports activities: football, chess, swimming, bike riding. 
7) The strong man. In your family, in your city, in your building… 

Somebody whom you respect and admire. 
8) Paradise. Places and moments that you have been happy at.
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Homework for readers
Gazeta’s photo editors were reviewing contestants’ works and making 
comments on the school’s internet site.
Readers’ engagement has been tremendous. We have collected in total
141,665 photos. They have been submitted by 25 thousand individuals.
Most of the school’s students are aged 15-30.

Articles related to the school were published on Fridays and Mondays in the
printed edition of Gazeta Wyborcza (see examples above).
The winning photo (on the right, category Poland in colour)
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The best photos were published on Monday, September 22nd, 2008, in a printed edition of Gazeta’s feature supplement Duzy Format (Large Format)
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Success of School of Photography Masters at Gazeta
The project was a great success from the first day - we got in total over 141 000 photos from over 22,000 people. The copy-sales of Gazeta with lessons
reached over 5,000,000; circulation increased by 100,000 copies in total - a good result as it was a difficult for every newspaper summer holiday season. 
Our web portal wyborcza.pl/fotoszkola was visited at the beginning of programme 262,000 times, in September 2008 it reached almost 780,000! 
The school was widely commented on the internet.

As the follow-up to the School project, in December 2008 we published 2009 wall calendar with photographs taken by Gazeta's photo reporters. 
We promoted it in our newspaper, on the web and on TV (see attached commercial). It sold in over 0,5 million copies!

Of course we are planning to launch a new semester of our photo school in spring 2009.
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